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USING TED TALKS FOR IMPROVING 
LISTENING COMPREHENSION SKILLS

In an environment that is quickly changing, technology has become an essen-
tial component of teaching and learning foreign languages. Multimedia resources
have created potential opportunities for forming an effective and diversified edu-
cational process. Website TED.com [1] promotes «ideas that are worth spreading»
and offers possibilities to incorporate the world’s most innovative speakers into
lectures, discussions and activities in the classroom. The present paper focuses on
using TED Talks to improve listening comprehension skills of law students. 

It should be noted that listening is probably the most challenging skill in English
language acquisition for non-native speakers. It is a complicated process comprising
the differentiation of sounds, intonation, visual characteristics, interpretation, value,
and content reactions. Despite the fact that there have been studies of TED Talks
impact on mastering listening competence, there is a necessity for further research.

Foreign language competence is impossible without good listening skills.
Observations on teaching listening comprehension have shown that the best al-
gorithm includes pre-listening, while-listening and post-listening tasks. Usually, at
State Tax University, law students receive listening comprehension assignments
based on legal TED talks that include all the abovementioned tasks. Students are
asked to work on the assignments independently, offline. The online activities are
reserved for content discussions, checking assignments and further mastering lis-
tening skills. In addition, students receive assistance in learning self-study tech-
niques that enhance their comprehension.

Generally, using TED Talks is flexible, mobile, and independent (e.g., students
can freely watch lectures online or download videos, stop and take notes, study 

new words, tables, figures, graphs, and graphics thoroughly, etc.). When choosing
a TED talk, it is important to consider both the content suitability for students and
appropriateness to their level of proficiency [2]. In searching for what may be of
interest to law students some playlists are proposed, namely: «Law»; «Justice by
(Re)Design»; «The Paths and Possibilities of Police Reform», etc.

Based on the results of TED Talks implementation in the educational pro-
cess, it can be concluded that several key issues are solved effectively, name-
ly: mastering students’ listening comprehension, presentation skills, vocabu-
lary acquisition, and motivation to pursue their professional interests inde-
pendently.
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